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A Commentary on the Beatitudes
by Lt Gen C. Norman Wood, USAF (Ret), Burke, VA 22015

This paper is prepared as a supplement to the Christian Science Bible Lesson on "Christ Jesus" for 31
August 2008. The Beatitudes are tbeus of this Lesson. The Golden Text and the Responsive
Reading are from th€ontemporary English Versidi€EV) of the Bible, and the Less@&ermon is

from theKing James Versio(KJV) of the Bible.

The Contemporary English Versiarf the Bible was pgared and published in 1995 by the American
Bible Society. "Alongside the TEVI'pday's English Versignthe CEV is the Bible that most
completely incorporates the principles of meardnigen translation espoused by Eugene Nida..

"No translation is moréhoroughgoing in its meanindyiven principles than the CEV. Critics say it
borders on paraphrase.

"The CEV uses everyday conversational English. Sentences are short, and the vocabulary is simplified.
The CEV goes considerably further than the TEYeimoving theological language.” (David Dewagy,
User's Guide to Bible TranslationinterVarsity Press: Downers Grove, IL, 2004)

The word "Beatitude" is from the Latin "[blessed]." "Blessing literally means ‘happy, fortunate,
blissful'." (MacArthur Bble Commentary)

The Beatitudes are "declarations typically associated with the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew (5:3
12) and the Sermon on the Plain in Luke (623). They are pronouncements that confer [a] blessing
upon persons who are characterizedvibnat they are (e.g., the poor) or do (e.g., the peacemakers).

"Luke has four Beatitudes balanced by four woes (&0 and all take the form of direct address in

the second person plural (‘Blessed are youE'). Matthew has nine Beatitudes and no:3vt2} énd

all but the last are in the third person plural ('Blessed are theE' or 'Blessed are those whoE").
Beatitudes of both types are found in Hebrew and Greek literature.” (Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible)

(Matt 5: 312)

3 Blessed are the poaor spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for theyestfilééd.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
10 Blessed are they which are persecutedifhteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is yourimeward
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were beforgkydi).
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A Commentary on the Beatitudes — C. Norman Wood

“The first half of each beatitude depicts the community's present; the second half foretells the
community's future;E." (Oxford Bible Commentary)

"The Beatitudes have been aeded as timeless rules for the good lifeE.Matt. may well have expanded
the original set, since several of his beatitudes do not appear in Luke." (Interpretars Omne
Commentary)

Mason, Frank E. (CSB and Assistant Pastor};i@ BeatitudesO BIBLE LESONS Christian
Science JourngFebruary 1889), p. 570.

--The Sermon on the Mount was an inaugural discourse, as it were, for it set forth to the public and to
the disciples the character of the kingdom Jesus declared was at hand.
--The Beatitudes wenhe ethical precepts of Jesus.

¥ They present a higher ideal of morality and a promise of joy and peace to his followers.
--Though the Beatitudes are eight in number, they present only seven distinct features.

¥ These seveold characteristicsehote completeness. The seveld blessings are the reward
for all who reach the heights of the teaching.
--Unlike the commandments, the Beatitudes are positive, while the former are negative in their
statements. The commandments constantly repeat $malt not" whereas the Beatitudes say "thou
shalt."
--The commandments forbid, the Beatitudes enjoin.

McKenzie, Rev. William P.(CSB; "First Member;" Pleasant View Household; Trustee, CSPS;
Lecturer; Editor, President; and Directoffht Commandments and the Beatitudes Christian
Science SentinelVol.37 (23 February 1935), p. 503.

--Teaching by means of beatitudes is often far beyond the comprehension of what is spoken of as the
natural man, the one guided by selfish choice and human instooequently, the first correction or
betterment which some need to have comes from the law saying, "Thou shalt not."
--By Moses came the Ten Commandments suitable for checking the idolatrous tendencies of the tribal
crowd and the following "mixed multitle" he was trying to train and discipline.

¥ It was necessary to forbid the disorders of the selfish, unclean, envious, lying, and murderous
carnal mentality.
--Much of the teaching of Jesus was in the form of beatitudes.

¥ There is quite a differencetlween the law taking cognizance of evil modes and saying, "Thou
shalt not," and the words of the Sermon on the Mount, "Blessed are ye."

Nay, Mrs. Mary Lee Gough (CSB) Q.iving the BeatitudesOChristian Scienc&entine) Vol.68 (24
September 1966), p. 187

--To learn how to live the Beatitudes is to learn the secret of happiness.

¥ The very word ObeatitudeO means Oa state of utmost bliss,O and Oto beatifyO is "to make
supremely happy.O

---The Beatitudes are not directives to do something but gragionsses

accompanying the task the human mind often finds difficult to compass: the task of being Christlike.

¥ They state basic spiritual law.
--To live the love and truth that Christ Jesus understood and manifested, and from which his
marvelously sucasful lifework emerged, demonstrating the possibility of full salvation for all men, is
the most exacting undertaking for the Christian.

¥ Itis also the most rewarding.
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Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (KJV)

God blessg those people who depend only on him. They belong to the kingdom of heaven!
(CEV)

God blesses those who realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to
them.(NLT)

Blessed are those who feel poor in spirit! The Realm of heaverirss {(Moffatt)

How blessed are those who know their need of God; the Kingdom of heaven i¢NE®)s.

"In the Beatitudes, Jesus describes the character of true faith. [With respecirtio] spirit. The

opposite of selkufficiency, spiritual povey includes the deep humility of recognizing one's utter
spiritual bankruptcy apart from GodEheirs is the kingdom of heaven.This opening verse of the
sermon clearly presupposes the truth of salvation by grace." (MacArthur Bible Commentary)

“The poorin spirit (v.3) are the dispossessed people of the earth who have no reason for hope in this
world. They may have given up on God, but Jesus says that God has not given ug\oimdeeah,
the rule of heaven exists for their sake.” (HarperCollins Biblar@entary)

"The poor in spirit are the opposite of the proud or haughty in spirit. These are those who have been
humbled by the grace of God and have acknowledged their sin and therefore their dependence upon
God to save them." (King James Bible Commsptar

Sinclair, Duncan (CSB, Associate Editor, and Editor)Blessed are the poor in spirit,”
EDITORIAL, Christian Scienc&entine] Vol.25 (19 May 1923), p. 751.

--The first of the Beatitudes uttered by Christ Jesus preserved to us in the wondechbfufttr of
Matthew, is very fareaching in scope: "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven."

¥ In some respects it would almost seem to include all the other Beatitudes; for is not the
kingdom of heaven that which the pumeheart, the mourner, the persecuted, the meek, all alike seek to
enter, for comfort and peace, and dominion?

---Moreover, the first beatitude states the primary essential to spiritual progress along
every lines-humility: it is "the poor in spirit" @ne who can understand spiritual truth, and thereby
enter the kingdom of heaven.

--In Retrospection and Introspection” (p.26) Mrs. Eddy, in the chapter called "The Great Discovery,"
says: It [Divine Science] must be begotten of spirituality, since nandhe pure in heart can see
God,N the Principle of all things pure; and none but the 'poor in spirit' could first state this Principle,
could know yet more of the nothingness of matter and the allness of Spirit, could utilize Truth, and
absolutely reducthe demonstration of being, in Science, to the apprehension of the age."

Greene, Maude M.,"The Kingdom of Heaven™ Christian Science Journalol.33 (April 1915), p.
23.

--Heaven is what every one wants and is seeking, even if he does not cakii.hea

¥ All this human strife and struggle is the effort to obtain a fuller and better sense of life, and the
best of everything that it affords. This reaching out for the best is an instinctive impulse to gain the
perfect, which means heaven.

---Mortal man, no matter how limited and unsatisfying his present condition, has always

had this instinctive hope for betterment.
--Spirituality has always been the only basis and hope for immortality and heaven, and the teaching of
Christian Science brings us ambasis and hope for the attaining of this spirituality.
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Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. (KJV)
God blesses those people who grieve. They will find corf@iN)
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comfo(hd)
Blessed are the mourners! they will be consalktbffatt)

How blessed are the sorrowful; they shall find consolat{biB)

"Those thatmournEshall be comforted. The depth of the promise of these statements is almost
inexhaustible. Those who mourn &in shall be comforted in confession. Those who mourn for the
human anguish of the lost shall be comforted by the compassion of God." (King James Bible
Commentary)

"Those who mourn (v.4) are ones who have no cause for joy in life. Jesus promisesnifiernvehen
the rule of heaven is established." (HarperCollins Bible Commentary)

"Possibly those who mourn refers to persons who are bereaved, but if this beatitude is a parallel to the
preceding, it may describe those who bewail the present stateios eff@od's world and long for the
coming of the new age. God will comfort them by establishing his kingdom." (Interpreter's One
volume Commentary)

Jones, Elizabeth Earl(CSB), "Blessed are they that mourn;" Christian Science Sentinélfol.11 (27
Febwuary 1909), p. 503.

--The second beatitude reads, "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted."
¥ Once when a sense of sadness knocked loudly at the door, there came also the query, What
could Jesus have thought was "blessed" about nm@#ni
---The answer quickly unfolded, as answers do when we reason things out with God, for
need and supply, spiritually understood, cannot be sepBirttiegt are forever the two that are one.
¥ It was then seen that the blessed thing about mourrtimg,ig is itself a dawning conviction
of the utter insufficiency of things finite, and this conviction causes one to look higher, to seek
satisfaction in the permanent facts of being, thus finding in the infinite ocean of Truth and Love all for
which wesought in vain in the material realm.
---The spiritual facts of being richly supply comfort, peace, permanence, home, and,
above all, an alsatisfying companionship with God.

"'They shall be comforted,” THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO YOU: Radio Program No.8 &hristian
Science SentingVol.67 (13 November 1965), p. 2016.

--What a wonderful promise Christ Jesus gave to those burdened with sorrow when he said (Matt 5:4),
"They shall be comforted."
--The important thing for all of us is to learn more of matésnal, unchanging relationship to God.
¥ Then we can express more fully
Godgiven courage,
Godgiven confidence in good,
Godgiven confidence in ability, and spiritual joy.
¥ As we do this, we find that whatever we need humanly, whethrgght sictivity, occupation,
right companionshifl whatever the neediswill be supplied.
---Then Jesus' promise "they shall be comforted” becomes a living, vital reality right where we are.
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Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. (KJV)

God blesses those people who are humble. The earth will belong td @itev)!

God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, for the whole earth will belong t¢Nthdm.
Blessed are the humble! They will inherit the ea(fhoffatt)

How blessed are thef a gentle spirit; they shall have the earth for their posseg&B)

"This saying [v.5], which probably originated with Matt. or his special source, reads like a modification
of Ps. 37:11." (Interpreter's Onelume Commentary)

"The meek (v.5) arthe dispossessed people of the earth who have been humiliated and deprived of
their share of the earth's resources. Jesus says they are blessed because God will not allow them to be
so denied forever." (HarperCollins Bible Commentary)

"Ethe Western texs have 4 and 5 in reversed order, whereby 3 and 5 fparaedielismus
membrorum.inherit the earth (or 'the land') as a parallel to 'receive the Kingdom' makes clear how
the Kingdom is understood as the [realization] of Israel's hope." (Peake's Comgijnentar

Greenblat, Jekab,"'Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the eartH;'Christian Science
Sentine] Vol.27 (14 March 1925), p. 547.

--The word "meek" stands for, and is associated with, mildness of temper; not being easily provoked or
irritated; given to forbearance under injuries; gentleness; humility; patience; being submissive to the
divine will.

¥ If we open our consciousness to these qualities, we shall be blessed by becoming receptive to
the spiritual good they bring; and thus we may émithe earth.”
--"For they shall inherit the earth"! What a promise, even from the material point of view!

¥ But the spiritual meaning of the promise is incomparably greater.

---On page 585 of Science and Health our Leader defines "earth" as folldwphere;

a type of eternity and immortality, which are likewise without beginning or end. To material sense,
earth is matter; to spiritual sense, it is a compound idea."E.To "inherit the earth," then, means to
understand and to know man's immortadibd unity with God, in whom "we live, and move, and have
our being."

Grounds, Kathryn Paulson,"'Who shall inherit the earth?,™ Christian Science Sentinélol.66 (11
April 1964), p. 621.

--"Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth" (Majt

¥ Here is Christ Jesus' unqualified estimate of meekness as indispensable to the character of a
true Christian and as the precursor to inheriting the earth, or consciousness of spiritual reality.

---Those who are truly meek in the sense of geafls, of humility and reverence before

God, are indeed divine heirs, secure in the possession ebéstalved good, of which they can never
be dispossessed.
--"Who shall inherit the earth?" Who shall come into divine possession of all good, into the full
expression of the Chrigtower?

¥ Through the demonstration of the Christly quality of meekness, we exercise the Christly power
of dominion over evil.
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Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
(KJIV)

Gad blesses those people who want to obey him more than to eat or drink. They will be
given what they wan{CEV)

God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty for justice, for they will receive it {(INfLll)
Blessed are those who hunger and thimstgoodness! They will be satisfidiloffatt)

How blest are those who hunger and thirst to see right prevail; they shall be safist)

"Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness [v.6] are those who long for God to put things right.
They are &rved for justice, and Jesus says their craving for life to be as it should will be satisfied."
(HarperCollins Bible Commentary)

"While [Luke] speaks about hunger and thirst as such, not necessarily in a plain material sense, [Matt]
understands it clegrlas metaphoricalE(as a reference to a messianic banquet, a reference which is
woven together with the words about the poor inEPs 37)." (Peake's Commentary)

"The wordhunger is a strong word meaning intense desifairst is perhaps a stronger word; only
people in desert lands can properly understand pangs of thirst. In the time of Jesus water cisterns were
a matter of life and death." (The Interpreter Bible)

Sinclair, Duncan (CSB, Associate Editor, and Editor)jtingering and Thirsting After
Righteousress" EDITORIAL, Christian Scienc&entine] Vol.25 (11 August 1923), p. 991.

--The fourth beatitude declares that it is they who "do hunger and thirst after righteousness" who shall
be filled or satisfied.
¥ Spiritual law always requires that certaindibons be complied with; otherwise, mankind can
not benefit from its activity.
---And may not to "hunger and thirst" here simply mean to be deeply desirous of? Then,
is it not the sincere prayer for righteousness which receives the throne of gdaegeives the answer
of our heavenly Fathdvlother God;-His reward of spiritual understanding and peace?
¥ Mrs. Eddy asks in OScience and Health with Key to the ScripturesO (p.2), OAre we benefited
by praying?O And she replies in the next sentencs, @galesire which goes forth hungering after
righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does not return unto us void.O
---The requisite behind prayer is to "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

Jackson, Mrs. Lynn A. Gray (CSB and Lecturer, Lulaizk, TX), "Efor they shall be filled," "
Christian Science Journafol.107 (March 1989), p. 13.

--Today there is a great need for spiritual education to lift each one of us.

¥ The desire to learn more about God and man needs to be satisfied.

---The "runger and thirst after righteousness" needs to be filled. [Matt 5:6)

--Daily study is imperative to our spiritual growth.
--If we are genuinely striving to learn more about God and manEthen class instruction and association
meetings provide a vital opportity.
--And whether one has been a Christian Scientist for one year or one hundrBidoydeas had class
yesterday or years alyche can still use what he learned in class to love more, heal better, follow Christ
more closely.
--In the words of Christ JesuBlessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled." [Matt 5:6]
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Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. (KJV)

God blesses those people who are merciful. They will be treated with (GESK)
God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown n{BHcY)

Blessed are the merciful! They will find mer@offatt)

How blest are those who show mercy; mercy shall be shown to(tREB)

"Here we meet the "principle of reciprocity’ &&d in the Gospels. 'Show mercy and mercy will be
shown to you' (i.e. by God) circulated as a logion of Jesus outside the Gospels (anEunwritten saying)."
(Peake's Commentary)

"This beatitude hardly seems as revolutionary as the others, and is theasierdog us to accept. But
when it was spoken, it was as drastic as the others in its overturning of accepted standards. The
Romans despised pity. The Stoics might offer succor, but they looked askance at compassion. The
Pharisees were harsh in theglf-righteousness.” (The Interpreter Bible)

"The merciful are the men and women who banish all feelings of revenge and ill will out of their hearts
and who seek to cultivate an attitude of love and sympathy toward all mankind, especially toward the
disfranchised and dispossessed.” (Abingdon Bible Commentary)

Greenblat, Jekaly "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy; Christian Science

Sentine] Vol.27 (18 October 1924), p. 126.

--The practical value of this beatitude, presented bynth&ter Metaphysician in the simplest form of
language, is inestimable.

¥ Here we have "mercy," an attribute of God, presented to us, as well as the means of obtaining
it. But lest there should remain any doubt about what the word "merciful" meansslgsidarables
and his example, Jesus has left us this further instruction: "Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father
also is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned:
forgive, and ye shall be forgivertfius pointing the way for us.
--Demonstration, not mere profession, is required.

¥ In order to be "merciful," we must refrain from judging and from condemning unjustly;
furthermore, we must be forgiving.

Hobden, Frank, "Blessed are the merciful," POEM, Sentinel Vol.50 (10 July 1948), p. 1206.

How oft, asked Peter, shall | forgive the brother
Who has sinned against me?
As many times as seven, he wondered.
How did the Mastéd he who later on the tree
Could say of those who cruelly nailed him there
"Father, forgive thenil how did he reply?
Not seven times only, until seventy times seven; yea, always!
And so, dear God, Thou who art Albve,
Help me to be forgiving, kind;
Judging not others, lest | too be judged;
Condemning not, for who am | tdame?
With Christlike charity may | be clad,
Treading with joy the royal way of Love,
With patience, meekness, and high purpose armedE.

CSDirectory.com weekly Bible Study resources http://www.csdirectory.com/biblestudy/nindex.html
7



A Commentary on the Beatitudes — C. Norman Wood

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. (KJV)

God blesses those people whose hearts are purey Wili see him{CEV)
God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will segXBoD.
Blessed are the pure in heart! They will see Gbthffatt)

How blest are those whose hearts are pure; they shall see(l8EB)

"It would be ungrateful to picand choose among the Beatitudes, but probably for most people this
sixth beatitude is the 'bright particular star' in the constellation. It seems also the most inaccessible.
We hardly know which is more beyond us, the condition or the prBhgisety of heart or seeing

God." (The Interpreter Bible)

"H. Wheeler Robinson points out that out of eight hundred anddifeyoccurrences of the wonéart

in the O.T. one third denote personality as a wWidke inner life, character. A proportion of the

remainng two thirds denote the emotional aspects of personality, but in a very large number the
intellectual and volitional functions of the conscious life are stressed. The word 'heart' in this beatitude
is the equivalent of personality(Abingdon Bible Comrantary)

"To be 'pure in heart' is to be single in purpose, or whelated. The reference is probably to [Deut
6:5]: cf. Ps 24:3%, 51:10. For the expression 'see God' cf. Ps 17:15, and for the connexion between the
beatific vision of God and the Meaagic Hope Is 40:5, 52:7,8." (New Commentary on Holy Scripture)

Everly, Jack L., "Blessed are the pure in heart!" OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO YOUNG PEOPLE,
Christian Science Sentinalol.63 (28 January 1961), p. 146.

--Jesus said, "Blessed are the puregart: for they shall see God" (Matt. 5:8).
¥ This might be paraphrased, "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see themselves as the
image and likeness of God."
--According to the Bible (Gen. 1:27), "God created man in his own image, in the oh&od created
he him; male and female created he them."
¥ It is for this reason that we must know God in order to understand what we really are.
---And Mrs. Eddy gives us this enlightening statement: "God is incorporeal, divine,
supreme, infinite Md, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth, Love" (Science and Health, p. 465).
--Man, then, in his real being is the idea of divine Mind, the image of infinite Spirit.
--By being "pure in heart" we areE.blessed beyond measure by seeing more clearly dBa@sind
our own nature as His spiritual ideas.
---What greater blessing can come to us?

Twitchell, Pierrepont E., "'Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see Goti POEM,
Christian Science Journafol.77 (August 1959), p.407.

If I expect he healing truth to pour

Into my heart, | must provide a place

Where innocence will dwell for evermore.
With open mind, with head upraised in trust,
With pure and gentle love, with unveiled face,
| shall lift thought to God and meek and mild,
Just fnd myself in Him. | really must

Become more like a simple little child.
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Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. (KJV)

God blesses those people who make peace. They will be called his clfddrgin!
God blesses thesvho work for peace, for they will be called the children of. @9UT)
Blessed are the peacemakers! they will be ranked sons of \Gofflatt)

How blest are the peacemakers; God shall call them his ¢NESB)

"This beatitude is placed last [in the $pel of Luke] because the qualities described in the first seven

are the essential prerequisites of the peacemaker. Its presence in the list shows the importance [Jesus]
placed on the ideals of peace, for he isgrenently God's ambassador of recontidia among men.

The establishing of good will and harmony in home and in church, in community and in international
relations calls fopeace makef$ men who can organize and carry into practice the ideals which they
hold." (Abingdon Bible Commentary)

"The seventh Beatitude is probably suggested by [Duet] 20:10; [Isa] 48:22, 52:7,8. For 'sons of God'
cf. [Deut 14:1, [Isa] 43:6." (New Commentary on Holy Scriptures)

The peacemakers "are the ones who are themselves at peace with God and live in pehoeewith al

(cf. Rom 5:1). They are called 'the' peacemakers for these are not social reformers, but rather the ones
reformed by the regenerating power of the gospel. They are peacemakers because they themselves are
at peace with God" (King James Bible Comnaeyi

Hogue, Blanche Hersey,'Blessed are the peacemakers,Christian Science Journalol.25
(November 1907), p. 449.

--In the Gospel of Matthew, wherein it is recorded that Jesus addressed the people about him from a
hillside in Galilee, the world rels precepts simple and tender in the spirit of their ministration, yet so
exalted in ideal that they promise to cut away, in their performance, all the selfish sin of human kind.
¥ Among the activities which Jesus defines as blessed by the Fatharpsiamchich speaks
great quietness of heart: "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God."
--While peace may be taken, in its narrower meaning, to indicate just a cessation of hostilities or an
establishment of neutralityetween factions or individuals, the Christian finds peace to be more than a
negative condition, he finds it to be a quality of mind and heart distinct in its nature and decisive in its
effect.

" PeacemakerBl The Children of God," Christian Science Morut (25 May 1993), p. 19.

--In his Sermon on the Mount, found in the Bible in Matthew's Gospel, Christ Jesus declares, "Blessed
are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God."
¥ Jesus is the master Christian and our-#yver, and weamn follow and benefit from his
teachings and example.
---We are peacemakers to the degree that we prayerfully rebel against violence.
¥ Violence has no place in God's creation, the only reality.
---And striving to destroy violence by living as peackera even in the small things of
our daily lives benefits others, as well as ourselves.
¥ As Mary Baker Eddy, the Founder of the Christian Science Church, points out in her book
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptur€Bhe destruction of the clasrof mortal mind through
Science, by which man can escape from sin and mortality, blesses the whole human family."
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Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven. (KJV)

God blesses those people whe &eated badly for doing right. They belong to the kingdom of
heaven (CEV)

God blesses those who are persecuted because they live for God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is
theirs (NLT)

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of goodeeR=alin of heaven is

theirs. (Moffatt)

How blest are those who have suffered persecution for the cause of right; the kingdom of Heaven
is theirs (NEB)

"As Jesus develops [his] message [he] makes it clear that such a life causes [his] people tedbe in dir
contrast to the world in which they live. Therefore [he] remiBisssed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness sake(King James Bible Commentary)

"Those who will one day share in the kingdom are now expected to accept calmly the ipersecit
reviling which they will receive as a result of their devotion to Jesus and the work of the gospel.”
(Interpreters On&olume Commentary)

Sinclair, Duncan (CSB, Associate Editor, and Editor)Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness sake;" EDITORIAL, Christian Scienc&entine) Vol.27 (8 November 1924), p. 190.
(ReprintedJournal[February 1987])

--What a tremendous ring of courage resounds through the Beatitudes of the-Mastage, calm
and exultant, courage having its tedeep down in moral fiber, courage begotten of the most clarified
understanding of real spiritual being that has ever enlightened humanity.

¥ The eighth beatitude is to be found in the fifth chapter of Matthew's gospel, and it runs:
"Blessed are they lnich are persecuted for righteousness sakeheirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for gngairiseward in heaven: for so
persecuted they the prophets which were before' you
--Now, it surely cannot be that Christ Jesus in that wonderful statement lauded persecution for
persecution's sake.

¥ He who enounced evil in its every mode of practiceyHeehealed the woes of mankind,

whatever they might claim to be, through his knowledge of God, divine Principle, and God's perfect
law, cannot be suspected of advocating or approving any thought, word, or deed savoring the nature of
persecution.

Baker, Elizabeth B.,"'Rejoice, and be exceeding glad,Christian Science Sentinalol.26 (24 May
1924), p. 764.

--If we carefully read the passages in the Bible where we are told to rejoice, we shall find that they are
in the nature of a command.

¥ We are nabld that we may rejoice if we wish; but, instead, we have no choice in the matter.

---Not only does this command to rejoice mean to be joyful and happy ourselves, be it

means as well to gladden others.

¥ So, if at any time we seem to feel we haveingtio rejoice over, we should then try to
gladden the lives of those around us. In proportion as we do this, we may feel sure we shall feel joy
and gladness in our own lives.
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---Jesus attached so much importance to rejoicing that he said in his gnean $arthe Mount,
"Rejoice, and be exceeding glad.”

Abbreviations

CEV Contemporary English Version
KJV  King James Version

NIV New International Version
NEB New English Bible

NLT New Living Translation

TEV Today's English Version
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